Introduction

My specialties as a scholar pertain to the Bible’s first five books, so you're
likely to see a fair amount of them here. A book by a specialist in Obadiah would @
look quite different.

To help as broad an audience as I can, I've minimized technical jargon. How-
ever, | recognize that some readers might use this book as a springboard to deeper
studies. So, I've included various textboxes that provide important quotes, explain
more academic work, and define technical terms for those who are interested. When
you see a parenthetical remark like the one at the end of this paragraph, feel free to
check the textbox if it interests you. (See This Book and Biblical Scholarship.)

This book isn’t an introduction to biblical Hebrew vocabulary. Such an in-
troduction would include Hebrew words for “the”, “on”, and the like. On a re-
lated note, this book doesn’t treat Hebrew grammar at all. Naturally, more can
be unlocked from the Bible by learning how sentences are put together. How-
ever, grammar is too big a topic to cover here.’ (See Sentence Versus Word.)
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Sticky Note
An unfortunate mistake crept into the manuscript just before it was sent to the printers.  If you purchased an early copy of the book, the top textbox may accidentally cover the two lines of text found here. 




